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ñFather, 

it is 

finished.ò









And Jesuscameand spakeunto them,saying,

All power is given unto me in heavenand in

earth. Go ye therefore,and teachall nations,

baptizingthem in the nameof the Father,and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching

them to observeall things whatsoeverI have

commandedyou; andlo, I amwith you always,

unto the end of the world. Amen. [Matthew

28:17-19]











For the time will come when they will not

enduresounddoctrine; but after their own lusts

shall they heap to themselvesteachers,having

itching ears; And they shall turn awaytheir ears

from thetruth,andshallbeturneduntofables. [2

Tim 4:3-4]



That ye be not soon shakenin mind, or be

troubledby letter, exceptye receiveit from us;

neitherby spirit, nor by word, asthat thedayof

Christis athand.

Let no mandeceiveyou by anymeans; for there

shallcomea falling awayfirsté

[2 Thessalonians2:2-3]



For I know this, that after my departing shall

grievouswolves enter in amongyou, not sparing

theflock.

Also of your own selvesshall men arise,speaking

perversethings,to drawawaydisciplesafterthem.

Thereforewatch,and remember,that by the space

of threeyearsI ceasednot to warn everyonenight

anddaywith tears. [Acts 20:29-31]







WHAT BECAME 

OF THE CHURCH 

THAT CHRIST 

BUILT?



I marvelthatye aresosoonremovedfrom him that

called you into the grace of Christ unto another

gospel;

Which is not another; but therebesomethattrouble

you,andwouldpervertthegospelof Christ.

But though we, or an angel from heaven,preach

any othergospeluntoyou thanthat which we have

preacheduntoyou, let him beaccursed.

As we saidbefore,so sayI now again,If any man

preachany othergospelunto you thanthat ye have

received,let him beaccursed. [Galatians1:6-9]



It does not appear, that these 

extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were 

common in the church for more than two or 

three centuries. We seldom hear of them 

after the fatal period, when the emperor 

Constantine called himself a Christian:  

From this time they almost totally ceased.

The causeof this was not, (as hasbeen

vulgarly supposed,)óbecausetherewas no

moreoccasionfor them,ôbecauseall of the

world becameChristian. This is a miserable

mistake: not a twentieth part of it [the

world] wasthennominallyChristian.

(Continued)

John Wesley

(1703-1791)



The real causewas, óthelove of manyô

almost of all Christians, so called, was

ówaxedcold.ôTheChristianshadnomoreof

theSpirit of Christ,thantheotherheathens.

This wastherealcausewhy extraordinary

gifts of theHoly Ghostwereno longerto be

found in the Christian church; becausethe

Christianswere turned heathensagain,and

hadonly adeadform left.

ïWesleyôsSermons, Vol. 2, p. 266



















Mosheim:

TheChristianchurchwasscarcelyformed

when in different places,therestartedup a

certainpretendedreformer,who not satisfied

with the simplicity of that religion that was

taughtby theApostles,meditatedchangesof

doctrineandworship.

ïFirst Century, Ch. 5, p. 2



Mosheim:

Thereis no institutionsopureandexcellent

which thecorruptionandfolly of manwill not

in time alter for the worse, and load with

additions foreign to its naturesand original

designs. Suchin a particularmanner,wasthe

fateof Christianity.

In this centurymany unnecessaryrites and

ceremonies were added to the Christian

worship, the introduction of which was

extremelyoffensiveto wiseandgoodmen.

ïSecond Century, Ch. 4, p. 2



During this [seventhcentury] true religion lay

buriedundera senselessmassof superstitions,

and was unableto raiseher head. The earlier

Christianshad worshippedonly God and His

Son; but thosecalledChristiansin this century

worshippedthe woodof a cross,the imagesof

holy men,andbonesof dubiousorigin.

- Mosheimôs Ecclesiastical History, Fourth 

American Edition, p. 50



Evidences of the Apostasy

Å200 AD ïPrayers offered for the dead

Å254 AD ïBaptism of infants required

Å325 AD ïBible compiled ïfurther revelation not allowed

Å360AD ïAdoration of Saints started

Å438 AD ïMary called Mother of God

Å500 AD ïPriests began to dress differently

Å570 AD ïBishop of Rome ascends to power

Å593 AD ïPrayers offered to Mary

Å682 AD ïHoly water introduced

Å708 AD ïRitual of kissing Popeôs toe introduced

Å817 AD ïCardinals created



Å 988 AD ïFasting on Fridays & Lent began

Å1079 AD ïMarriage of priests forbidden (All priests who 

were married had their marriages dissolved)

Å1090 AD ïRosary beads invented

Å1100 AD ïMoney was accepted for Masses

Å1190 AD ïSale of indulgences began

Å1215 AD ïTransubstantiation of bread and wine declared 

Oral confession before a priest became mandatory

Å1229 AD ïMembers not allowed to read the Bible     

Evidences of the Apostasy



Å1263 AD ïSacramental cup was forbidden to people at 

communion

Å1311 AD ïBaptism by sprinkling first legalized

Å1439 AD ïPurgatory and the Treasury of Merit

Å1854 AD ïImmaculate conception of Mary taught

Å1870 AD ïInfallibility of Pope declared

Å1950 AD ïAssumption of Mary proclaimed

Evidences of the Apostasy



ñBea sinner,andlet your sinsbe

strong, but let your trust in

Christbestronger,andrejoicein

Christwho is thevictor oversin,

death, and the world. We will

commit sins while we are here,

for this life is not a placewhere

justiceresides.ò



Martin Luther
1517 AD

(Lutheran)

John Wesley
1739 AD

(Methodist)

Roger Williams
1639 AD

(Baptist)

Alexander Campbell
1832 AD

(Disciples of Christ)

Isaac Newton
1704 AD

(Episcopal)

John Robinson
1620 AD

(Episcopal)



Of Roger Williams it is reported:

He seems rather to have conceived that the

churchof Christ hadso fallen into apostasy,asto have

lost both its right form andthedueadministrationof the

ordinances,which could only be restoredby somenew

apostolic,or specially commissionedmessengerfrom

aboveéHe conceivedñthatthe apostasyof Anti-Christ

hasso far corruptedall, that therecan be no recovery

out of that apostasy,till Christ shall send forth new

apostlesto plantchurchesanew.ò

ïStruggles and Triumphs of ReligiousLiberty, pp. 238-

239



After Constantine,a true ministry no longer

existed,and none but God could now bring it

back. Williams did not come to this position

easily,nor did he find it easyto persuadeothers

that recreatingthe true church of Christ was a

vain pursuit ï apart from direct divine

intervention.

- Edwin S. Gaustad, Liberty of Conscience: 

Roger Williams in America(Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1991), 91-92.



One member baptized [Roger] Williams, who in turn

baptizedall the others. About twenty personsjoined in the

creationof this, thefirst churchof Baptistidentificationnot

only in RhodeIslandbut in all of North Americaaswell...

For Williams, who wroteof theñrestlessunsatisfiednessof

mysoul,òfoundno enduringpeace,not evenin thechurch

moldedby hisown hands.

What authority did he have to be baptizedor to baptize

others?What line of apostoliccontinuitycouldbetracedto

that score of Bible believers who agreed to worship

together?Whatbiblical commissionor divine commandset

this churchapartor perhapsevenaboveall others?...



In writing to John Winthrop as early as 1636, Williams

bemoanedthe spiritual nakednessof New Englandôs

churchesbut addedthe hopethat within a few yearsthe

Lord would revealñthefirst andmostancientpathòmore

plainly ñtoyou andme.òMore thana dozenyearslater, in

a letter to Winthropôsson, Williams indicated that he

found no churchesorganizedñafterthe first patternò. . .

His growing uneaseaboutthe natureof all man-made(as

opposedto Christ-created)churchesled to his departure

from the Providencechurch after only a few monthsof

fellowshipin thatcongregationôsmidsté



On his returnfrom Englandhe [RogerWilliams]

refrainedfrom fellowship with the church,and

lived in an isolated religious condition,

preachingthe gospelto the Indiansas he found

opportunity, but refusing to participate in the

ordinances. He had embraceda singularnotion,

which is thus statedby one of his biographers:

ñHedeniedthatanyministry now existswhich is

authorizedto preachthegospelto theimpenitent,

or to administertheordinances.ò

- Baptist History, J. M. Cramp, p.461



Almighty God of love,

Set up the attracting sign,

And summon whom thou dost 

approve,

For messengers divine.

From favored Abrahamôs seed

The new apostles choose,

In isles and continents to spread

The soul-reviving news.

ïCharles Wesley



ñWe argue that all christiansects   

are more or less apostatized from the 

institutions of the Saviour: that by all 

of the obligations of the christian

religion, they that fear and love the 

Lord are bound to return to the 

ancient order of things, in spirit and 

truth.ò

ïA. Campbell, The Christian Baptist,

Vol. 5, p. 402



ñWehaveto patternafter the first churchas

well as we can. But we can never equal it.

With all our efforts,thegreatdisparitywill ever

remain. And could the Apostlesand primitive

Christiansbe here,they would doubtlessweep

atbeholdingit.ò

ïA. Campbell, Millenial Harbinger,

Vol. 5, p. 40





That they all may be one; as thou, Father,art

in me,andI in thee,that theyalsomaybeone

in us; thattheworld maybelievethatthouhast

sentme. And theglory which thougavestmeI

havegiven them; that they may be one,even

aswe areone; I in them,andthou in me, that

they may be madeperfectin one; andthat the

world may know that thou hastsentme, and

hastloved them,asthou hastloved me. [John

17:21-23]


