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And Jesuscameand spakeunto them, saying,
All poweris given unto me in heavenand in
earth Go ye therefore,and teachall nations,
baptizingthem in the nameof the Father,and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Teaching
them to observeall things whatsoevern have
commandegou; andlo, | amwith you always,
unto the end of the world. Amen [Matthew
28.17-19]









What happened

to the Church
that Christ built?



The real causewas, 0t lowe of many o0
almost of all Christians, so called, was

0 w a xaddThe Christianshadno more

of the Spirit of Christ, than the other
heathens This was the real causewhy
extraordinarygifts of the Holy Ghostwere

no longer to be found in the Christian
John Wesley  church becauséhe Christianswereturned
(17031791)  heathensgain,and had only a deadform
Methodist 1ot 1 JohnWesley




In four ways, he [Williams] wrote, the modernministry fell shortof its
New Testamenpattern in gifts, in calling, in work, andin wageg But
it wasthefourth pointthatattractedwWi | | ichaehagemtion the matter
of wages,and more particularly of wagespaid by meansof a forced
tithe collected by the civil power The ministry was a calling, not a
trade,Williams argue@& He who hagglesover his wages,who bargains
for his keep,who n ma kihe sure of Souls,andthe chargeof me n 0 s
eternalwelfare, a trade,a maintenanceand! i v iwasgeversentof
God to be a laborerin his vineyard Like servantshired by the yeatr,
t o d xlgrgyseaveoneparishfor anotherthe minute they hearoffers
N omore Easeand betterwageso Indeed,they evenleaveone religion
for anotheé in orderto keeptheir comfortandtheir salarye




Roger Williams
(16031683)
Baptist

N H deniedthat any ministry now exists
which is authorizedo preachthe gospelto
the impenitent, or to administer the
ordinance® i RogerWilliams

He conceivedi t hhee apostasyof Anti-
Christ hasso far corruptedall, that there
canbeno recoveryout of thatapostasyiill

Christ shall send forth new apostlesto
plantchurchesanewo ™ RogerWilliams



CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY
(1534)

CHURCH (CIRCA 1517) (CIRCA 1534) (CIRCA 1520)
OF ENGLAND LUTHERANISM CALVINSM - - - — — —- RADICAL SECTS
(U.S. 1789) (1739) (1526) (CIRCA 1536) (1560) (CIRCA ISK/-/(:;7 (CIRCA 1560)
PROTESTANT METHODISM LUTHERAN CHURCH REFORMED CHURCHES PRESBYTERIANS ANABAPTISTS RELIGIOUS SOCIETY CONGREGATIONALISTS
EPISCOPAL / OF FRIENDS (BROWNISTS)
(HURCH (QUAKERS)
(U.S. 1628) (U.S. 1869) (CIRCA 1609) (CIRCA 1536)
<us 1784) (U.S. 1880) REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN BAPTISTS MENNONITES
METHODIST  SALVATION CHURCH CHURCH IN o /’/
EPISCOPAL ARMY IN AMERICA THE U.S.A.
CHURCH —'I_— (U.S. 1810-30) \ _ \ (U.S. 1620)
- (US. 1872) l DISCIPLES CHURCH OF mennonme CONGREGATIONAL
LUTHERAN SYN. \ OF CHRIST THE BRETHREN CHURCH CHURCHES
(U.S. 1816) CONF. OF N.A. (U.S. 1865) : ; : : // I\\
A”‘('}fg:(:-f- PRESBYTERIAN S ‘
7N LS. | o o oot
(U.S. 1821) AMER'CAN & OF (HRISY
AFRICAN M.E, LUTHERAN CONE. MOVEMENT CHURCHES
ZION CHURCH W m
(U.S. 1844) METHODIST (U.S. 1934) - s e
M.E. CHURCH, PROTESTANT EVANGELICAL AND NORTHERN BAPTIST|  NATIONAL BAPTIST SEVENTH DAY
SOUTH CHURCH REFORMED CHURCH CONVENTION | CONVENTION, US.A., INC. ADVENTISTS
(U.S. 1858)
(U.S. 1870) (U.S. 1939) L. 1218) i:S.1240) UNITED (U.5. 1845) (U.S. 1916) (ON(’.;‘;(SE.G:;I‘()]NAL
COLORED M.E. METHODIST UNITED LUTHERAN  EVANGELICAL UNITED PRESBYTERIAN  sourrerN BAPTIST NATIONAL BAPTIST AND CHRISTIAN
CHURCH CHURCH CHURCH IN AMERICA BRETHREN CHURCH CHURCH OF N.A. CONVENTION CONVENTION OF AMERICA CHURCHES

LIFE MAGAZINE, NOVEMBER 10, 1947




N lam very confidentthe Lord | =
hath more truth and light yet to | "ﬂ?‘y
breakforth out of His holy word.0 '.l'lr/"#’
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ITFrom John RoOD

to the departing Puritan;\f

addr es



N T himeswhich we havereasonto believeare at hand If
they are not alreadybegur® are what many pious men have
termed,thetime of 0 t baderDay G| o;mganingthe time
wherein God would gloriously display his power and
lovee andsetup hiskingdomovertheearthoi JohnWe s | ey

Sermon#/1

What could God have done which He hath not done, to
convinceyou thatthe day is coming, thatthe time is at hand,
whenHe will fulfill His gloriouspromiseswhenHe will arise
andmaintainHis own causeand to setup His Kingdomover
all theearth?d Wesley'ssermonsyol. 2, p. 98






And it shall cometo passin that day, that the
Lord shallsethis handagainthe secondime to
recoverthe remnantof his people,which shall
beleft. . .

And he shall setup an ensignfor the nations,
and shall assemblahe outcastsof Israel, and
gatherntogetherthe disperseaf Judahfrom the
four cornersof theearth [Isalah11:11-12]



14:6 And | saw anotherangelfly in the midst of
heavenhavingthe everlastinggospelto preachunto
them that dwell on the earth,and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue,and people,14:7 Saying
with a loud voice, FearGod, andgive glory to him;
for the hour of his judgmentis come andworship
him that madeheaven,and earth,and the sea,and
thefountainsof waters [Revelation14:6-7]






In spring 1820, Joseph was reading James 1:5:

n Wh i Il was laboring under the extreme difficulties
causedy the contestf thesepartiesof religionists,| was
one day readingthe epistle of James,first chapter and
fifth verse which reads,"If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth unto all men liberally and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." Never did
any passageof Scripture come with more power to the
heartof manthanthis did atthis time to mineo









| sawa pillar of light exactlyovermy head,above
the brightness of the sunm which descended
gradually until it fell upon me It no sooner
appearedhan| found myself deliveredfrom the

enemy which held me bound When the light

restedupon me | saw two personagegwhose
brightnessaandglory defy all description)standing
aboveme in the air. One of them spakeunto me,

calling me by name, and said, (pointing to the

other,)n T his g/ belovedSon,hearhim.o



"My objectin goingto inquire of the Lord wasto
know which of all the sectswasright, thatl might
know whichto join.

é | wasansweredhatl mustjoin noneof thene

Church Historyyol. 1, p. 9






Somefew daysafter| hadthis vision | happenedo bein company
with one of the € preacheravho was very active in the before

mentionedreligious excitement,and conversingwith him on the
subjectof religion | took occasionto give him an accountof the
vision which | hadhad | wasgreatly surprisedat his behavior he
treated my communication not only lightly, but with great
contempt,sayingit was all of the Devil; that there was no such
thing asvisionsor revelationan thesedays thatall suchthingshad
ceasevith the apostlesandthatthereneverwould be any moreof
them

Church History,vol. 1, p. 9






...on the evening of...twenty-first of September,after | hac
retiredto my bed for the night, | betookmyself to prayeranc
supplicationto Almighty God for forgivenessof all my sinsanc
follies, and alseé that | might know of my stateand standing
beforeHimeé

n Wh il wasthusin theactof callinguponGod,| discovered
a light appearingn the room, which continuedto increaseuntil
the room was lighter that at noonday, when immediately a
personag@ppearedt my bedside

Church History, vol.1, p. 12 & 13



He called me by name,and said unto me that he was a
messengesentfrom the presencef Godto me,andthat
his namewas Moroni. That God had a work for me to
do, and that my nameshouldbe had for good and euvil,
among all nations, kindreds, and tongues or that it
shouldbe bothgoodandevil spokenof amongall people

Church History, vol.1, p. 12,13



He said there was a book depositedwritten
upon gold plates, giving an accountof the
former inhabitantsof this continent, and the
sourcefrom whencethey sprang He also said
that the fullnessof the everlastinggospelwas
containedin it, as deliveredby the Savior to
theancientinhabitants

Church History, vol. 1, p. 13



After teling me these things he
commenceajuoting the propheciesf
the Old Testament.He also said that
this wasnot yet fulfilled, butwassoon
to be

Church History, vol. 1, p13, 14









September 22, 1823 (continued):

N madean attemptto takethemout, but was
forbidden..until four years from that time;
but he told me that | should come to that
placepreciselyin oneyeatr..| wentat the end
of eachyear, and at eachtime | found the
samemessengethere..0
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Records of Darius  Gold plates on display at Monte
the Great, King of Alban, Mexico
Persia (516 BC)



While excavating a burial tomb
near Jerusalemin 1979 Gabriel
Barkayuncoveredhe oldestknown
copy of Old Testamentscripture

The priestly blessing,recordedin

Numbers 6:24-26, was discovered
on two small silver scrolls datedto

the seventhcentury B.C. (time of

L e h depasturefrom Jerusalemn

the Book of Mormon).

Gary D. MyersBaptist Press:
News With a Christian
PerspectivelFeb 27, 2004.



HARMONY, PENNSYLVANIA

In October 1825 Joseph,who
was 19 yearsold, went to work
for JosiahStoal

Mr. Stoal had been digging in
Harmony, PA to find a silver
mine that Spaniards allegedly
createdhere While in Harmony,
Josephboarded with Mr. Isaac
Hale
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GOLD PLATES DELIVERED TO JOSEPH
September 22, 1827

n . . . having went as usual at the end of
anotheryear to the place where [the plates]
were deposited,the sameheavenlymessenger
deliveredthemupto me. ..






FAYETTE, NEW YORK

In early June 1829 David
Whitmer brought Joseph,
Oliver and Emma to his
f at hlrome® m Fayette,
NY. They stayedwith Peter
Whitmer until the translation
wascompleted
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Oliver Cowdery:

N T h everexaysneverto beforgotteni to sit underthe
soundof a voice dictatedby the inspirationof heaven,
awakenedhe utmostgratitudeof this bosom!Day after

day| continued,uninterruptedfo write from his mouth,
ashetranslatedwith the Urim and Thummim,or, asthe
Nephiteswould havesaid,6 | nt e r thehistorgar s , 0
record,calledo T IB@okof Mormond 0






Testimony of Three
Witnhesses

N T hnext morning, after attendingto the usual servicesnamely,
reading, singing, and praying, Josepharose from his knees,and
approachingMartin Harris with a solemnitythat thrills throughmy
veins to this day, when it occursto my recollection,said,n Ma r
Harris, you have got to humbleyourself beforeyour God this day,
that you may obtain a forgivenessof your sins If you do, it Is the
will of God that you shouldlook uponthe plates,in companywith
Oliver CowderyandDavid Whitmer.o



N. . . anangelstoodbeforeus (JosephQliver and David). In his
handshe heldthe plate® He turnedoverthe leavesone by one,
so that we could see them, and discover the engravings
thereo® We hearda voice from out of the bright light aboveus,
saying,0 T h elateshavebeenrevealedby the power of God,
and they have been translated by the power of God the
translationof themwhich you haveseenis correcé o

Martin Harris and Josephthen had this sameexperience (June
1829 [ChurchHistory, p. 45-47]



Testimony of Three
Witnhesses

n O roming in, Josephthrew himself down besideme, and exclaimed,
n F a t rhoéher,you do not know how happy!| ant the Lord has now
causedhe platesto be shownto threemorebesidesnyself Theyhaveseen
an angel,who hastestifiedto them,andthey will haveto bearwitnessto
the truth of what| havesaid,for now they know for themselvesthat| do
not go aboutto deceivethe people,and| feel asif | wasrelievedof a
burdenwhich wasalmosttoo heavyfor meto bear,andit rejoicesmy soul,
thatl amnotanylongerto beentirelyalonein theworld.o



Testimony of Three
Witnhesses

N Bieknownuntoall nations kindreds,tonguesandpeople...thatwe...nave
seenthe plates..andwe alsoknow thatthey havebeentranslatedoy the gift
andpowerof God,for his voice hathdeclaredt untous whereforewe know
of a surety,thatthe work is true And we alsotestify that we haveseenthe
engravingsvhich areuponthe plates andthey havebeenshownunto us by
the powerof God,andnot of man And we declarewith wordsof soberness,
that an angel of God came down from heaven,and he brought and laid
before our eyes,that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings
thereono



Testimony of Eight Withesses

N T Hadowing day we returned,a cheerful,happycompany In a few
dayswe werefollowed by JosephQliver, andthe Whitmers,who came
to makeus a visit, andmakesomearrangementaboutgettingthe book
printed Soonaftertheycame all the malepartof thecompanywith my
husbandSamuel,and Hyrum, retiredto a placewherethe family were
In the habit of offering up their secretdevotionsto God They wentto
this place,becauset hadbeenrevealedio Josephthatthe plateswould
be carriedthither by oneof the ancientNephites Hereit was,thatthose
eight withnesseswhose namesare recordedin the Book of Mormon,
lookeduponthemandhandledthemo



Testimony of Eight Withesses

n B ik knownuntoall...that JosephSmith, Jr, the
translatorof this work, has shown unto us the
platesof which hathbeenspokenwhich havethe
appearancef gold; andas manyof the leavesas
they said Smith hastranslatedye did handlewith
our hands and we also saw the engravings
thereon..o (Junel829 [ChurchHistory, p. 48]




Aaronic Priesthood Conferred by John the Bapitist:

Thework of translationcontinueduntil May 15, 1829 Joseph
stated n w e . . went into the woods [by the Susquehanna
river] to pray and inquire of the Lord respectingoaptismfor
theremissionof sins. . . N

Thatday, Johnthe Baptistappeare@ndconferredthe Aaronic
priesthooduponJosephandOliver. He theninstructedthe men
to bebaptized



n Wh iwe werethus employed,praying,andcalling uponthe Lord, a
messengefrom heavendescendedh a cloud of light, and havinglaid

his handsupon us, he ordainedus, saying unto us, ‘Upon you, my

fellow servants,in the name of Messiah,l confer the priesthoodof

Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of angels,and of the
gospelof repentanceandof baptismby immersion for the remissionof

sins He saidthis Aaronic priesthoodhadnot the powerof laying on of

hands,for the gift of the Holy Ghost,but that this shouldbe conferred
on us hereafterandhe commandedisto go andbe baptized,andgave
us directionsthat| shouldbaptizeOliver Cowdery,andafterwardsthat
he shouldbaptizemeo



Oliver Cowdery:

Nn...the angel of God camedown clothed with glory, and
deliveredthe anxiouslylooked for messageand the keys

of thegospelof repentanceWhatjoy! Whatwonder!\What
amazement!.We listenedi we gazedi weadmired!o Twa s
the voice of the angel from glory.. Where was room for
doubt?Nowhere uncertaintyhad fled, doubthadsunk, no
moreto rise,while fiction anddeceptiommadfledf or e v e r
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Melchisedec Priesthood

26.2a Behold,this is wisdomin me whereforemarvelnot, for the hour

comeththat
with Moron
containingt
committedt
Elias, to w

| will drink of thefruit of thevine with you on the earth,and
I, whom| havesentuntoyou to revealthe Book of Mormon,
ne fullnessof my everlastinggospe] 26:2b to whom | have
ne keysof the recordof the stick of Ephraim andalsowith

nom | have committed the keys of bringing to passthe

restoratiorof all things,or therestorerof all thingsspokenby the mouth
of all the holy prophetssincethe world began,concerninghe lastdays
26.2c and also Johnthe son of Zachariaswhich Zachariashe (Elias)
visited andgavepromisethat he shouldhavea son,andhis nameshould
beJohn,andheshouldbefilled with the spirit of Eliase



Melchisedec Priesthood

26.2d which Johnl havesentunto you, my servants,JosephSmith,

Jr,, and Oliver Cowdery, to ordain you unto this first

priesthood

which you havereceivedthatyou might be calledandordainedeven

asAaroné 26:.3a And alsowith PeterandJamesandJo

nn,whom |

have sentunto you, by whom | have ordainedyou and

confirmed

you to be apostlesand especialwitnessenf my name,andbearthe
keysof your ministry; 26:3b andof thesamethingswhich | revealed
unto them unto whom | havecommittedthe keys of my kingdom,
and a dispensatiorof the gospelfor the lasttimes[DC 26:2a-d and

3a-b]



Melchisedec Priesthood
(Fayette, NY In 1829)

N. . . we gottogethernn thechambef Mr. Wh 1 t nheuse.s we hadnotlong
beenengagedn solemnandferventprayerwhenthe word of the Lord cameunto
usin the chambercommandingus that!| shouldordainOliver Cowderyto be an
elderin the Churchof Jesu<Lhrist,andthathe alsoshouldordainmeto the same
office, andthenordainothersasit shouldbe madeknownuntouso

n. . . we were,however,commandedo deferthis our ordinat

lonuntil suchtimes

asit shouldbe practicableto haveour brethren. . . assembledogetherwhenwe

musthavetheir sanctionto our thusproceedingo ordaineac
attendto the laying on of handsfor the gift of the Holy G

nother. . . andthen
nostupon all those

whomwe hadpreviouslybaptizedo [ChurchHistory, p. 60-61]






17:1a The rise of the churchof Christ in theselast days, being one
thousandeight hundredandthirty yearssincethe comingof our Lord

and Savior JesusChrist in the flesh, it being regularly organizedand
establishedagreeablyto the laws of our country, by the will and
commandmentef Godin thefourth month,andon the sixth day of the
monthwhich is called April; 17:1b which commandmentsvere given

to Josepltmith, Jr., who wascalledof God andordainedan apostleof

JesuLhrist,to bethefirst elderof this church andto Oliver Cowdery,
who wasalsocalledof Godanapostleof Jesuhrist,to bethesecond
elder of this church, and ordainedunder his hand 17:1c and this

accordingto the graceof our Lord andSaviorJesu<hrist,to whombe
all glory bothnow andforever Amen [DC 17:1]



N We madeknownto our brethrenthatwe hadreceivedcommandmento
organizethe church,andaccordinglywe mettogetherfor that purpose at

t

t

ne houseof the abovementionedMr. Whitmer (beingsix in number)on
‘'uesday,the sixth day of April, A.D. one thousandeight hundredand
nirty. Having openedthe meeting by solemn prayer to our heavenly

Fatherwe proceededaccordingto previouscommandmentdo call on our
brethrento know whetherthey acceptedis astheir teachersn the things
of the kingdom of God, and whetherthey were satisfiedthat we should
proceedand be organizedas a churchaccordingto said commandment
which we hadreceived To thesethey consentedy a unanimousvote. |

t

henlaid my handsuponOliver Cowderyandordainednim anelderof the

Churchof JesusChristof LatterDay S a | rafteswhioh he ordainedme
alsoto the office of anelderof saidchurclré o
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W e believein Godthe EternalFather.andin his SonJesusChrist,andin
the Holy Ghost

We believethat menwill be punishedfor their own sins, and not for
Adam'stransgressions

We believethat throughatonemenof Christall mankindmay be saved
by obediencdo thelawsandordinance®f the gospel

We believethattheseordinancesre,first, faith in the Lord Jesu<Christ
second,repentancethird, baptismby immersionfor the remissionof
sing fourth, laying on of handsfor the gift of the Holy Ghost



We believethata manmustbe calledof Godby "prophecy,and
by laying on of hands"by thosewho arein authorityto preach
the gospelandadministerthe ordinancesghereof

We believe In the same organization that existed in the

primitive church viz., apostles,prophets, pastors,teachers,
evangelistsetc

We believein the gift of tonguesprophecyyrevelation,visions,
healing,interpretatiorof tonguesetc



We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it Is

translatedcorrectly, we also believethe Book of Mormon to be
theword of God

We believeall that God hasrevealedall that he doesnow reveal,
andwe believethat he will yet revealmany greatand important
thingspertainingto the kingdomof God

We believein the literal gatheringof Israelandin the restoration
of the Ten Tribes,that Zion will be built uponthis continent,that
Christwill reign personallyuponthe earth,andthatthe earthwill
berenewecdandrecelveits paradisaiglory.




We claim privilege of worshippingAlmighty God accordingto
the dictatesof our consciencesand allow all men the same
privilege,let themworshiphow, where,or whatthey may.

We believein being honest,true, chaste benevolentyirtuous,
andin doinggoodto all men indeedwe may saythatwe follow
the admonition of Paul, "we believe all things, we hope all
things," we have enduredmany things, and hopeto be ableto
endureall things If thereis anything virtuous, lovely, or of
goodreportor praiseworthywe seekafterthesethings
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On Friday, December6, 1833 six of the brethrenpetitionedthe

Governorfor help"To his Excellency,Daniel Dunklin, Governorof

the Stateof Missourt-We, the undersignedieadingmembersof the

Church of Christ, vulgarly called Mormons, would respectfully
representto your Excellencye that whereas,our society, men,
women, and children, after having beenin some caseswounded,
scourgedandthreatenedvith death,havebeendriven by force of

armsfrom their lands,housesandmuchof their propertyin Jackson
County, (most of which lands, houses,and property have been
possessetly the mob of JacksonCounty, or others,)and are now

unlawfully detainedrom the useandpossessionf our people&



andthat,whereaspur peoplehavebeendriven andscatterednto
the countiesof Clay, Ray, Van Buren, Lafayette, and others,
wherein manycasedheyaredestituteof the commonnecessaries
of life in this, eventhis winter seasonandthatwhereasthe guns
which weretakenfrom our people assetforth in the affidavit, are
kept from them Therefore,in behalf of our society,which is so
scattered and suffering, we, your petitioners, ask aid and
assistanceof your Excellency,that we may be restoredto our
lands,housesandpropertye [ChurchHistory Vol. 1 pg. 389390
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NAUVOQO, ILLINOIS



file://///upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/TEMPLE_DE_NAUVOO.jpg
file://///upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/TEMPLE_DE_NAUVOO.jpg

i
. iy "i
-Trl'l'
ke 14 i T
e

;
N

Trn
41
oY




