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And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,

All power is given unto me in heaven and in

earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching

them to observe all things whatsoever I have

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,

unto the end of the world. Amen. [Matthew

28:17-19]







What happened 

to the Church 

that Christ built?



The real cause was, ‘the love of many’

almost of all Christians, so called, was

‘waxed cold.’ The Christians had no more

of the Spirit of Christ, than the other

heathens. This was the real cause why

extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost were

no longer to be found in the Christian

church; because the Christians were turned

heathens again, and had only a dead form

left. – John Wesley

John Wesley

(1703-1791)

Methodist



In four ways, he [Williams] wrote, the modern ministry fell short of its

New Testament pattern: in gifts, in calling, in work, and in wages…But

it was the fourth point that attracted Williams’ chief attention: the matter

of wages, and more particularly of wages paid by means of a forced

tithe collected by the civil power. The ministry was a calling, not a

trade, Williams argued…He who haggles over his wages, who bargains

for his keep, who “makes the cure of Souls, and the charge of men’s

eternal welfare, a trade, a maintenance, and living” was never sent of

God to be a laborer in his vineyard. Like servants hired by the year,

today’s clergy leave one parish for another the minute they hear offers

“of more Ease and better wages.” Indeed, they even leave one religion

for another…in order to keep their comfort and their salary…



“He denied that any ministry now exists

which is authorized to preach the gospel to

the impenitent, or to administer the

ordinances.” – Roger Williams

He conceived “that the apostasy of Anti-

Christ has so far corrupted all, that there

can be no recovery out of that apostasy, till

Christ shall send forth new apostles to

plant churches anew.” – Roger Williams

Roger Williams

(1603-1683)

Baptist





“I am very confident the Lord

hath more truth and light yet to

break forth out of His holy word.”

– From John Robinson’s address 

to the departing Puritans



“The times which we have reason to believe are at hand—if

they are not already begun—are what many pious men have

termed, the time of ‘the Latter-Day Glory’; meaning the time

wherein God would gloriously display his power and

love…and set up his kingdom over the earth.” – John Wesley’s

Sermon #71

What could God have done which He hath not done, to

convince you that the day is coming, that the time is at hand,

when He will fulfill His glorious promises; when He will arise

and maintain His own cause and to set up His Kingdom over

all the earth? —Wesley's Sermons, vol. 2, p. 98





And it shall come to pass in that day, that the

Lord shall set his hand again the second time to

recover the remnant of his people, which shall

be left. . .

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations,

and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and

gather together the dispersed of Judah from the

four corners of the earth. [Isaiah 11:11-12]



14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of

heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto

them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation,

and kindred, and tongue, and people, 14:7 Saying

with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him;

for the hour of his judgment is come; and worship

him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and

the fountains of waters. [Revelation 14:6-7]





In spring 1820, Joseph was reading James 1:5:

“While I was laboring under the extreme difficulties

caused by the contests of these parties of religionists, I was

one day reading the epistle of James, first chapter and

fifth verse, which reads, "If any of you lack wisdom, let

him ask of God, that giveth unto all men liberally and

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." Never did

any passage of Scripture come with more power to the

heart of man than this did at this time to mine.”







I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above

the brightness of the sun; which descended

gradually until it fell upon me. It no sooner

appeared than I found myself delivered from the

enemy which held me bound. When the light

rested upon me I saw two personages (whose

brightness and glory defy all description) standing

above me in the air. One of them spake unto me,

calling me by name, and said, (pointing to the

other,) “This is my beloved Son, hear him.”



"My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to

know which of all the sects was right, that I might

know which to join.

…I was answered that I must join none of them…

Church History, vol. 1, p. 9





Some few days after I had this vision I happened to be in company

with one of the … preachers who was very active in the before-

mentioned religious excitement, and conversing with him on the

subject of religion I took occasion to give him an account of the

vision which I had had. I was greatly surprised at his behavior; he

treated my communication not only lightly, but with great

contempt, saying it was all of the Devil; that there was no such

thing as visions or revelations in these days; that all such things had

ceased with the apostles, and that there never would be any more of

them.

Church History, vol. 1, p. 9





...on the evening of...twenty-first of September, after I had

retired to my bed for the night, I betook myself to prayer and

supplication to Almighty God for forgiveness of all my sins and

follies, and also…that I might know of my state and standing

before Him…

“While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, I discovered

a light appearing in the room, which continued to increase until

the room was lighter that at noonday, when immediately a

personage appeared at my bedside…

Church History, vol.1, p. 12 & 13



He called me by name, and said unto me that he was a

messenger sent from the presence of God to me, and that

his name was Moroni. That God had a work for me to

do, and that my name should be had for good and evil,

among all nations, kindreds, and tongues; or that it

should be both good and evil spoken of among all people.

Church History, vol.1, p. 12,13



He said there was a book deposited written

upon gold plates, giving an account of the

former inhabitants of this continent, and the

source from whence they sprang. He also said

that the fullness of the everlasting gospel was

contained in it, as delivered by the Savior to

the ancient inhabitants.

Church History, vol. 1, p. 13



After telling me these things he

commenced quoting the prophecies of

the Old Testament...He also said that

this was not yet fulfilled, but was soon

to be.

Church History, vol. 1, p13, 14







September 22, 1823 (continued):

“I made an attempt to take them out, but was

forbidden...until four years from that time;

but he told me that I should come to that

place precisely in one year...I went at the end

of each year, and at each time I found the

same messenger there...”



Gold plates on display at Monte 

Alban, Mexico

Records of Darius 

the Great, King of 

Persia (516 BC)



While excavating a burial tomb

near Jerusalem in 1979, Gabriel

Barkay uncovered the oldest known

copy of Old Testament scripture.

The priestly blessing, recorded in

Numbers 6:24-26, was discovered

on two small silver scrolls dated to

the seventh century B.C. (time of

Lehi’s departure from Jerusalem in

the Book of Mormon).

Gary D. Myers, Baptist Press: 

News With a Christian 

Perspective, Feb 27, 2004.



HARMONY, PENNSYLVANIA

In October 1825, Joseph, who

was 19 years old, went to work

for Josiah Stoal.

Mr. Stoal had been digging in

Harmony, PA to find a silver

mine that Spaniards allegedly

created there. While in Harmony,

Joseph boarded with Mr. Isaac

Hale.
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GOLD PLATES DELIVERED TO JOSEPH

September 22, 1827

“ . . . having went as usual at the end of

another year to the place where [the plates]

were deposited, the same heavenly messenger

delivered them up to me . . .





FAYETTE, NEW YORK 

In early June 1829, David

Whitmer brought Joseph,

Oliver and Emma to his

father’s home in Fayette,

NY. They stayed with Peter

Whitmer until the translation

was completed.
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Oliver Cowdery:

“These were days never to be forgotten – to sit under the

sound of a voice dictated by the inspiration of heaven,

awakened the utmost gratitude of this bosom! Day after

day I continued, uninterrupted, to write from his mouth,

as he translated, with the Urim and Thummim, or, as the

Nephites would have said, ‘Interpreters,’ the history, or

record, called ‘The Book of Mormon.’”





“The next morning, after attending to the usual services namely,

reading, singing, and praying, Joseph arose from his knees, and

approaching Martin Harris with a solemnity that thrills through my

veins to this day, when it occurs to my recollection, said, “Martin

Harris, you have got to humble yourself before your God this day,

that you may obtain a forgiveness of your sins. If you do, it is the

will of God that you should look upon the plates, in company with

Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer.”

Testimony of  Three 

Witnesses



“. . . an angel stood before us (Joseph, Oliver and David). In his

hands he held the plates…He turned over the leaves one by one,

so that we could see them, and discover the engravings

thereon…We heard a voice from out of the bright light above us,

saying, ‘These plates have been revealed by the power of God,

and they have been translated by the power of God; the

translation of them which you have seen is correct…”

Martin Harris and Joseph then had this same experience. (June

1829) [Church History, p. 45-47]



“On coming in, Joseph threw himself down beside me, and exclaimed,

“Father, mother, you do not know how happy I am; the Lord has now

caused the plates to be shown to three more besides myself. They have seen

an angel, who has testified to them, and they will have to bear witness to

the truth of what I have said, for now they know for themselves, that I do

not go about to deceive the people, and I feel as if I was relieved of a

burden which was almost too heavy for me to bear, and it rejoices my soul,

that I am not any longer to be entirely alone in the world.”

Testimony of  Three 

Witnesses



“Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people ...that we...have

seen the plates...and we also know that they have been translated by the gift

and power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us: wherefore we know

of a surety, that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen the

engravings which are upon the plates; and they have been shown unto us by

the power of God, and not of man. And we declare with words of soberness,

that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought and laid

before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings

thereon.”

Testimony of  Three 

Witnesses



“The following day we returned, a cheerful, happy company. In a few

days we were followed by Joseph, Oliver, and the Whitmers, who came

to make us a visit, and make some arrangements about getting the book

printed. Soon after they came, all the male part of the company, with my

husband, Samuel, and Hyrum, retired to a place where the family were

in the habit of offering up their secret devotions to God. They went to

this place, because it had been revealed to Joseph that the plates would

be carried thither by one of the ancient Nephites. Here it was, that those

eight witnesses, whose names are recorded in the Book of Mormon,

looked upon them and handled them.”

Testimony of  Eight Witnesses



“Be it known unto all...that Joseph Smith, Jr., the

translator of this work, has shown unto us the

plates of which hath been spoken, which have the

appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as

they said Smith has translated, we did handle with

our hands: and we also saw the engravings

thereon...” (June 1829) [Church History, p. 48]

Testimony of  Eight Witnesses



Aaronic Priesthood Conferred by John the Baptist:

The work of translation continued until May 15, 1829. Joseph

stated: “we . . . went into the woods [by the Susquehanna

river] to pray and inquire of the Lord respecting baptism for

the remission of sins . . . “

That day, John the Baptist appeared and conferred the Aaronic

priesthood upon Joseph and Oliver. He then instructed the men

to be baptized.



“While we were thus employed, praying, and calling upon the Lord, a

messenger from heaven descended in a cloud of light, and having laid

his hands upon us, he ordained us, saying unto us, 'Upon you, my

fellow servants, in the name of Messiah, I confer the priesthood of

Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the

gospel of repentance, and of baptism by immersion, for the remission of

sins. He said this Aaronic priesthood had not the power of laying on of

hands, for the gift of the Holy Ghost, but that this should be conferred

on us hereafter; and he commanded us to go and be baptized, and gave

us directions that I should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and afterwards that

he should baptize me.”



Oliver Cowdery:

“...the angel of God came down clothed with glory, and

delivered the anxiously looked for message, and the keys

of the gospel of repentance! What joy! What wonder! What

amazement!...We listened – we gazed – we admired! ‘Twas

the voice of the angel from glory...Where was room for

doubt? Nowhere: uncertainty had fled, doubt had sunk, no

more to rise, while fiction and deception had fled forever!”





Melchisedec Priesthood

26:2a Behold, this is wisdom in me; wherefore marvel not, for the hour

cometh that I will drink of the fruit of the vine with you on the earth, and

with Moroni, whom I have sent unto you to reveal the Book of Mormon,

containing the fullness of my everlasting gospel; 26:2b to whom I have

committed the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim; and also with

Elias, to whom I have committed the keys of bringing to pass the

restoration of all things, or the restorer of all things spoken by the mouth

of all the holy prophets since the world began, concerning the last days;

26:2c and also John the son of Zacharias, which Zacharias he (Elias)

visited and gave promise that he should have a son, and his name should

be John, and he should be filled with the spirit of Elias…



Melchisedec Priesthood

26:2d which John I have sent unto you, my servants, Joseph Smith,

Jr., and Oliver Cowdery, to ordain you unto this first priesthood

which you have received, that you might be called and ordained even

as Aaron…26:3a And also with Peter, and James, and John, whom I

have sent unto you, by whom I have ordained you and confirmed

you to be apostles and especial witnesses of my name, and bear the

keys of your ministry; 26:3b and of the same things which I revealed

unto them; unto whom I have committed the keys of my kingdom,

and a dispensation of the gospel for the last times [DC 26:2a-d and

3a-b]



Melchisedec Priesthood

(Fayette, NY in 1829)

“. . . we got together in the chamber of Mr. Whitmer’s house . . . we had not long

been engaged in solemn and fervent prayer when the word of the Lord came unto

us in the chamber, commanding us that I should ordain Oliver Cowdery to be an

elder in the Church of Jesus Christ, and that he also should ordain me to the same

office, and then ordain others as it should be made known unto us.”

“. . . we were, however, commanded to defer this our ordination until such times

as it should be practicable to have our brethren . . . assembled together, when we

must have their sanction to our thus proceeding to ordain each other . . . and then

attend to the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost upon all those

whom we had previously baptized.” [Church History, p. 60-61]





17:1a The rise of the church of Christ in these last days, being one

thousand eight hundred and thirty years since the coming of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ in the flesh, it being regularly organized and

established agreeably to the laws of our country, by the will and

commandments of God in the fourth month, and on the sixth day of the

month which is called April; 17:1b which commandments were given

to Joseph Smith, Jr., who was called of God and ordained an apostle of

Jesus Christ, to be the first elder of this church; and to Oliver Cowdery,

who was also called of God an apostle of Jesus Christ, to be the second

elder of this church, and ordained under his hand: 17:1c and this

according to the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom be

all glory both now and forever. Amen. [DC 17:1]



“We…made known to our brethren that we had received commandment to

organize the church, and accordingly we met together for that purpose, at

the house of the above mentioned Mr. Whitmer (being six in number) on

Tuesday, the sixth day of April, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and

thirty. Having opened the meeting by solemn prayer to our heavenly

Father we proceeded (according to previous commandment) to call on our

brethren to know whether they accepted us as their teachers in the things

of the kingdom of God, and whether they were satisfied that we should

proceed and be organized as a church according to said commandment

which we had received. To these they consented by a unanimous vote. I

then laid my hands upon Oliver Cowdery and ordained him an elder of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,’ after which he ordained me

also to the office of an elder of said church…”





We believe in God the Eternal Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ, and in

the Holy Ghost.

We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for

Adam's transgressions.

We believe that through atonement of Christ all mankind may be saved

by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.

We believe that these ordinances are, first, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ;

second, repentance; third, baptism by immersion for the remission of

sins; fourth, laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.



We believe that a man must be called of God by "prophecy, and

by laying on of hands" by those who are in authority to preach

the gospel and administer the ordinances thereof.

We believe in the same organization that existed in the

primitive church; viz., apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers,

evangelists, etc.

We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions,

healing, interpretation of tongues, etc.



We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is

translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be

the word of God.

We believe all that God has revealed, all that he does now reveal,

and we believe that he will yet reveal many great and important

things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration

of the Ten Tribes, that Zion will be built upon this continent, that

Christ will reign personally upon the earth, and that the earth will

be renewed and receive its paradisaic glory.



We claim privilege of worshipping Almighty God according to

the dictates of our consciences, and allow all men the same

privilege, let them worship how, where, or what they may.

We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous,

and in doing good to all men; indeed we may say that we follow

the admonition of Paul, "we believe all things, we hope all

things," we have endured many things, and hope to be able to

endure all things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of

good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these things.

















On Friday, December 6, 1833, six of the brethren petitioned the

Governor for help "To his Excellency, Daniel Dunklin, Governor of

the State of Missouri:-We, the undersigned, leading members of the

Church of Christ, vulgarly called Mormons, would respectfully

represent to your Excellency…that whereas, our society, men,

women, and children, after having been in some cases wounded,

scourged, and threatened with death, have been driven by force of

arms from their lands, houses, and much of their property in Jackson

County, (most of which lands, houses, and property have been

possessed by the mob of Jackson County, or others,) and are now

unlawfully detained from the use and possession of our people…



and that, whereas, our people have been driven and scattered into

the counties of Clay, Ray, Van Buren, Lafayette, and others,

where in many cases they are destitute of the common necessaries

of life in this, even this winter season; and that whereas, the guns

which were taken from our people, as set forth in the affidavit, are

kept from them; Therefore, in behalf of our society, which is so

scattered and suffering, we, your petitioners, ask aid and

assistance of your Excellency, that we may be restored to our

lands, houses, and property…[Church History Vol. 1 pg. 389-390]





FAR WEST, 

MISSOURI 

(1837-1838)  
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NAUVOO, ILLINOIS
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Joseph Smith III

When his father was assassinated in

June 1844, Joseph Smith III was 11

years old. He had been designated as

his father’s successor on four separate

occasions by the laying on of hands. In

1860, he was led by the Lord to

assume leadership of the Reorganized

Church. Joseph III served as prophet-

president from 1860 to 1914.



Frederick M. Smith

1915-1946

Israel A. Smith

1946-1958

W. Wallace Smith

1958-1978

Wallace B. Smith

1978-1996

Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints
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