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And Jesuscameand spakeunto them,saying,

All power is given unto me in heavenand in

earth. Go ye therefore,and teachall nations,

baptizingthem in the nameof the Father,and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching

them to observeall things whatsoeverI have

commandedyou; andlo, I amwith you always,

unto the end of the world. Amen. [Matthew

28:17-19]







What happened 

to the Church 

that Christ built?



The real causewas, óthelove of manyô

almost of all Christians, so called, was

ówaxedcold.ôThe Christianshadno more

of the Spirit of Christ, than the other

heathens. This was the real causewhy

extraordinarygifts of theHoly Ghostwere

no longer to be found in the Christian

church; becausetheChristianswereturned

heathensagain,andhadonly a deadform

left. ïJohnWesley

John Wesley

(1703-1791)

Methodist



In four ways,he [Williams] wrote, the modernministry fell shortof its

New Testamentpattern: in gifts, in calling, in work, andin wageséBut

it wasthefourth point thatattractedWilliamsôchief attention: thematter

of wages,and more particularly of wagespaid by meansof a forced

tithe collectedby the civil power. The ministry was a calling, not a

trade,Williams arguedéHe who hagglesover his wages,who bargains

for his keep,who ñmakesthe cure of Souls,and the chargeof menôs

eternalwelfare,a trade,a maintenance,andlivingòwas neversentof

God to be a laborer in his vineyard. Like servantshired by the year,

todayôsclergy leaveoneparishfor anotherthe minute they hearoffers

ñofmoreEaseandbetterwages.òIndeed,they evenleaveonereligion

for anotheréin orderto keeptheir comfortandtheir salaryé



ñHedeniedthat any ministry now exists

which is authorizedto preachthegospelto

the impenitent, or to administer the

ordinances.òïRogerWilliams

He conceivedñthatthe apostasyof Anti-

Christ hasso far corruptedall, that there

canbeno recoveryout of thatapostasy,till

Christ shall send forth new apostlesto

plantchurchesanew.òïRogerWilliams

Roger Williams

(1603-1683)

Baptist





ñIam very confident the Lord

hath more truth and light yet to

breakforth outof His holy word.ò

ïFrom John Robinsonôs address 

to the departing Puritans



ñThetimes which we havereasonto believeare at handðif

they are not alreadybegunðare what many pious men have

termed,the time of ótheLatter-DayGloryô; meaningthe time

wherein God would gloriously display his power and

loveéandsetup his kingdomovertheearth.òïJohnWesleyôs

Sermon#71

What could God have done which He hath not done, to

convinceyou that the day is coming,that the time is at hand,

whenHe will fulfill His gloriouspromises; whenHe will arise

andmaintainHis own causeand to setup His Kingdomover

all theearth?ðWesley'sSermons,vol. 2, p. 98





And it shall cometo passin that day, that the

Lord shallsethis handagainthesecondtime to

recoverthe remnantof his people,which shall

beleft. . .

And he shall set up an ensignfor the nations,

and shall assemblethe outcastsof Israel, and

gathertogetherthedispersedof Judahfrom the

four cornersof theearth. [Isaiah11:11-12]



14:6 And I saw anotherangel fly in the midst of

heaven,havingtheeverlastinggospelto preachunto

them that dwell on the earth,and to every nation,

and kindred, and tongue,and people,14:7 Saying

with a loud voice,FearGod,andgive glory to him;

for the hour of his judgmentis come; and worship

him that madeheaven,and earth,and the sea,and

thefountainsof waters. [Revelation14:6-7]





In spring 1820, Joseph was reading James 1:5:

ñWhileI was laboring under the extreme difficulties

causedby thecontestsof thesepartiesof religionists,I was

one day readingthe epistleof James,first chapter and

fifth verse, which reads,"If any of you lack wisdom, let

him ask of God, that giveth unto all men liberally and

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." Never did

any passageof Scripturecome with more power to the

heartof manthanthis did at this time to mine.ò







I sawa pillar of light exactlyovermy head,above

the brightness of the sun; which descended

gradually until it fell upon me. It no sooner

appearedthan I found myself deliveredfrom the

enemy which held me bound. When the light

rested upon me I saw two personages(whose

brightnessandglory defy all description)standing

aboveme in the air. Oneof themspakeunto me,

calling me by name,and said, (pointing to the

other,)ñThisis my belovedSon,hearhim.ò



"My object in going to inquire of the Lord wasto

know which of all the sectswasright, that I might

knowwhich to join.

éI wasansweredthatI mustjoin noneof themé

Church History, vol. 1, p. 9





Somefew daysafter I hadthis vision I happenedto bein company

with one of theé preacherswho was very active in the before-

mentionedreligious excitement,and conversingwith him on the

subjectof religion I took occasionto give him an accountof the

vision which I hadhad. I wasgreatlysurprisedat his behavior; he

treated my communication not only lightly, but with great

contempt,saying it was all of the Devil; that there was no such

thing asvisionsor revelationsin thesedays; thatall suchthingshad

ceasedwith theapostles,andthatthereneverwould beanymoreof

them.

Church History, vol. 1, p. 9





...on the evening of...twenty-first of September,after I had

retired to my bed for the night, I betookmyself to prayerand

supplicationto Almighty Godfor forgivenessof all my sinsand

follies, and alsoéthat I might know of my stateand standing

beforeHimé

ñWhileI wasthusin theactof calling uponGod,I discovered

a light appearingin the room,which continuedto increaseuntil

the room was lighter that at noonday,when immediately a

personageappearedat my bedsideé

Church History, vol.1, p. 12 & 13



He called me by name,and said unto me that he was a

messengersentfrom thepresenceof Godto me,andthat

his namewas Moroni. That God had a work for me to

do, and that my nameshouldbe had for good and evil,

among all nations, kindreds, and tongues; or that it

shouldbebothgoodandevil spokenof amongall people.

Church History, vol.1, p. 12,13



He said there was a book depositedwritten

upon gold plates, giving an account of the

former inhabitantsof this continent, and the

sourcefrom whencethey sprang. He alsosaid

that the fullnessof the everlastinggospelwas

containedin it, as deliveredby the Savior to

theancientinhabitants.

Church History, vol. 1, p. 13



After telling me these things he

commencedquoting the propheciesof

the Old Testament...He also said that

this wasnot yet fulfilled, but wassoon

to be.

Church History, vol. 1, p13, 14







September 22, 1823 (continued):

ñImadean attemptto takethemout, but was

forbidden...until four years from that time;

but he told me that I should come to that

placepreciselyin oneyear...I wentat theend

of eachyear, and at each time I found the

samemessengerthere...ò



Gold plates on display at Monte 

Alban, Mexico

Records of Darius 

the Great, King of 

Persia (516 BC)



While excavating a burial tomb

near Jerusalemin 1979, Gabriel

Barkayuncoveredtheoldestknown

copy of Old Testamentscripture.

The priestly blessing, recordedin

Numbers 6:24-26, was discovered

on two small silver scrollsdatedto

the seventhcentury B.C. (time of

Lehiôsdeparturefrom Jerusalemin

theBookof Mormon).

Gary D. Myers, Baptist Press: 

News With a Christian 

Perspective, Feb 27, 2004.



HARMONY, PENNSYLVANIA

In October 1825, Joseph,who

was 19 yearsold, went to work

for JosiahStoal.

Mr. Stoal had been digging in

Harmony, PA to find a silver

mine that Spaniards allegedly

createdthere. While in Harmony,

Josephboarded with Mr. Isaac

Hale.
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GOLD PLATES DELIVERED TO JOSEPH

September 22, 1827

ñ. . . having went as usual at the end of

another year to the place where [the plates]

were deposited,the sameheavenlymessenger

deliveredthemup to me. . .





FAYETTE, NEW YORK 

In early June 1829, David

Whitmer brought Joseph,

Oliver and Emma to his

fatherôshome in Fayette,

NY. They stayedwith Peter

Whitmeruntil the translation

wascompleted.
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Oliver Cowdery:

ñTheseweredaysneverto beforgottenïto sit underthe

soundof a voice dictatedby the inspirationof heaven,

awakenedthe utmostgratitudeof this bosom!Day after

day I continued,uninterrupted,to write from his mouth,

ashetranslated,with theUrim andThummim,or, asthe

Nephiteswould havesaid,óInterpreters,ôthe history, or

record,calledóTheBookof Mormon.ôò





ñThenext morning, after attendingto the usual servicesnamely,

reading, singing, and praying, Josepharosefrom his knees,and

approachingMartin Harris with a solemnitythat thrills throughmy

veins to this day, when it occursto my recollection,said,ñMartin

Harris, you havegot to humbleyourself beforeyour God this day,

that you may obtaina forgivenessof your sins. If you do, it is the

will of God that you shouldlook uponthe plates,in companywith

Oliver CowderyandDavidWhitmer.ò

Testimony of  Three 

Witnesses



ñ. . . an angelstoodbeforeus (Joseph,Oliver andDavid). In his

handshe held theplateséHe turnedover the leavesoneby one,

so that we could see them, and discover the engravings

thereonéWe hearda voicefrom out of thebright light aboveus,

saying,óTheseplateshavebeenrevealedby the power of God,

and they have been translated by the power of God; the

translationof themwhich you haveseenis correctéò

Martin Harris and Josephthen had this sameexperience. (June

1829) [ChurchHistory, p. 45-47]



ñOncoming in, Josephthrew himself down besideme, and exclaimed,

ñFather,mother, you do not know how happy I am; the Lord has now

causedtheplatesto beshownto threemorebesidesmyself. Theyhaveseen

an angel,who hastestified to them,andthey will haveto bearwitnessto

the truth of what I havesaid,for now they know for themselves,that I do

not go about to deceivethe people,and I feel as if I was relieved of a

burdenwhich wasalmosttoo heavyfor meto bear,andit rejoicesmy soul,

thatI amnotanylongerto beentirelyalonein theworld.ò

Testimony of  Three 

Witnesses



ñBeit knownuntoall nations,kindreds,tongues,andpeople...thatwe...have

seentheplates...andwe alsoknow that they havebeentranslatedby thegift

andpowerof God,for his voicehathdeclaredit untous: whereforewe know

of a surety,that the work is true. And we alsotestify that we haveseenthe

engravingswhich areupontheplates; andtheyhavebeenshownuntousby

thepowerof God,andnot of man. And we declarewith wordsof soberness,

that an angel of God camedown from heaven,and he brought and laid

before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates,and the engravings

thereon.ò

Testimony of  Three 

Witnesses



ñThefollowing day we returned,a cheerful,happycompany. In a few

dayswe werefollowed by Joseph,Oliver, andtheWhitmers,who came

to makeusa visit, andmakesomearrangementsaboutgettingthebook

printed. Soonaftertheycame,all themalepartof thecompany,with my

husband,Samuel,andHyrum, retiredto a placewherethe family were

in the habit of offering up their secretdevotionsto God. They went to

this place,becauseit hadbeenrevealedto Josephthat the plateswould

becarriedthitherby oneof theancientNephites. Hereit was,that those

eight witnesses,whosenamesare recordedin the Book of Mormon,

lookeduponthemandhandledthem.ò

Testimony of  Eight Witnesses



ñBeit known unto all...that JosephSmith,Jr., the

translatorof this work, has shown unto us the

platesof which hathbeenspoken,which havethe

appearanceof gold; andasmanyof the leavesas

theysaidSmithhastranslated,we did handlewith

our hands: and we also saw the engravings

thereon...ò(June1829) [ChurchHistory,p. 48]

Testimony of  Eight Witnesses



Aaronic Priesthood Conferred by John the Baptist:

Thework of translationcontinueduntil May 15, 1829. Joseph

stated: ñwe. . . went into the woods [by the Susquehanna

river] to pray and inquire of the Lord respectingbaptismfor

theremissionof sins. . . ñ

Thatday,JohntheBaptistappearedandconferredtheAaronic

priesthooduponJosephandOliver. He theninstructedthemen

to bebaptized.



ñWhilewe werethusemployed,praying,andcalling uponthe Lord, a

messengerfrom heavendescendedin a cloud of light, andhaving laid

his handsupon us, he ordainedus, saying unto us, 'Upon you, my

fellow servants,in the nameof Messiah,I confer the priesthoodof

Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministeringof angels,and of the

gospelof repentance,andof baptismby immersion,for theremissionof

sins. He saidthis Aaronicpriesthoodhadnot thepowerof laying on of

hands,for the gift of the Holy Ghost,but that this shouldbe conferred

on ushereafter; andhecommandedus to go andbebaptized,andgave

us directionsthat I shouldbaptizeOliver Cowdery,andafterwardsthat

heshouldbaptizeme.ò



Oliver Cowdery:

ñ...the angel of God camedown clothed with glory, and

deliveredthe anxiously looked for message,and the keys

of thegospelof repentance!Whatjoy! Whatwonder!What

amazement!...We listenedïwe gazedïwe admired!óTwas

the voice of the angel from glory...Where was room for

doubt?Nowhere: uncertaintyhadfled, doubthadsunk,no

moreto rise,while fiction anddeceptionhadfledforever!ò





Melchisedec Priesthood

26:2a Behold,this is wisdomin me; whereforemarvelnot, for thehour

comeththatI will drink of thefruit of thevine with you on theearth,and

with Moroni, whomI havesentuntoyou to revealtheBook of Mormon,

containingthe fullnessof my everlastinggospel; 26:2b to whom I have

committedthe keysof the recordof thestick of Ephraim; andalsowith

Elias, to whom I have committed the keys of bringing to pass the

restorationof all things,or therestorerof all thingsspokenby themouth

of all theholy prophetssincetheworld began,concerningthe lastdays;

26:2c and also John the son of Zacharias,which Zachariashe (Elias)

visitedandgavepromisethatheshouldhavea son,andhis nameshould

beJohn,andheshouldbefilled with thespirit of Eliasé



Melchisedec Priesthood

26:2d which JohnI havesentunto you, my servants,JosephSmith,

Jr., and Oliver Cowdery, to ordain you unto this first priesthood

which you havereceived,thatyou might becalledandordainedeven

asAaroné26:3a And alsowith Peter,andJames,andJohn,whomI

havesentunto you, by whom I haveordainedyou and confirmed

you to be apostlesandespecialwitnessesof my name,andbearthe

keysof your ministry; 26:3b andof thesamethingswhich I revealed

unto them; unto whom I havecommittedthe keysof my kingdom,

anda dispensationof the gospelfor the last times[DC 26:2a-d and

3a-b]



Melchisedec Priesthood

(Fayette, NY in 1829)

ñ. . . we got togetherin thechamberof Mr. Whitmerôshouse. . . we hadnot long

beenengagedin solemnandferventprayerwhentheword of theLord cameunto

us in the chamber,commandingus that I shouldordainOliver Cowderyto be an

elderin theChurchof JesusChrist,andthathealsoshouldordainmeto thesame

office, andthenordainothersasit shouldbemadeknownuntous.ò

ñ. . . we were,however,commandedto deferthis our ordinationuntil suchtimes

asit shouldbepracticableto haveour brethren. . . assembledtogether,whenwe

musthavetheir sanctionto our thusproceedingto ordaineachother. . . andthen

attendto the laying on of handsfor the gift of the Holy Ghostupon all those

whomwehadpreviouslybaptized.ò[ChurchHistory, p. 60-61]





17:1a The rise of the churchof Christ in theselast days,being one

thousandeight hundredandthirty yearssincethe comingof our Lord

and Savior JesusChrist in the flesh, it being regularly organizedand

establishedagreeablyto the laws of our country, by the will and

commandmentsof Godin thefourth month,andon thesixth dayof the

monthwhich is calledApril ; 17:1b which commandmentsweregiven

to JosephSmith,Jr., who wascalledof Godandordainedanapostleof

JesusChrist,to bethefirst elderof this church; andto Oliver Cowdery,

who wasalsocalledof Godanapostleof JesusChrist,to bethesecond

elder of this church, and ordainedunder his hand: 17:1c and this

accordingto thegraceof our Lord andSaviorJesusChrist,to whombe

all glory bothnowandforever. Amen. [DC 17:1]



ñWeémadeknownto our brethrenthatwe hadreceivedcommandmentto

organizethe church,andaccordinglywe met togetherfor that purpose,at

the houseof the abovementionedMr. Whitmer (beingsix in number)on

Tuesday,the sixth day of April, A.D. one thousandeight hundredand

thirty. Having openedthe meeting by solemn prayer to our heavenly

Fatherwe proceeded(accordingto previouscommandment)to call on our

brethrento know whetherthey acceptedus astheir teachersin the things

of the kingdom of God, and whetherthey were satisfiedthat we should

proceedand be organizedas a church accordingto said commandment

which we had received. To thesethey consentedby a unanimousvote. I

thenlaid my handsuponOliver Cowderyandordainedhim anelderof the

Churchof JesusChrist of Latter DaySaints,ôafter which he ordainedme

alsoto theoffice of anelderof saidchurchéò





We believein GodtheEternalFather,andin his SonJesusChrist,andin

theHoly Ghost.

We believe that men will be punishedfor their own sins, and not for

Adam'stransgressions.

We believethat throughatonementof Christ all mankindmay be saved

by obedienceto thelawsandordinancesof thegospel.

We believethattheseordinancesare,first, faith in theLord JesusChrist;

second,repentance; third, baptismby immersionfor the remissionof

sins; fourth, laying onof handsfor thegift of theHoly Ghost.



We believethatamanmustbecalledof Godby "prophecy,and

by laying on of hands"by thosewho arein authorityto preach

thegospelandadministertheordinancesthereof.

We believe in the same organization that existed in the

primitive church; viz., apostles,prophets,pastors,teachers,

evangelists,etc.

We believein thegift of tongues,prophecy,revelation,visions,

healing,interpretationof tongues,etc.



We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is

translatedcorrectly; we also believethe Book of Mormon to be

thewordof God.

We believeall thatGodhasrevealed,all thathedoesnow reveal,

and we believethat he will yet revealmany greatand important

thingspertainingto thekingdomof God.

We believein the literal gatheringof Israelandin the restoration

of the Ten Tribes,that Zion will be built uponthis continent,that

Christwill reignpersonallyupontheearth,andthat theearthwill

berenewedandreceiveits paradisaicglory.



We claim privilege of worshippingAlmighty God accordingto

the dictatesof our consciences,and allow all men the same

privilege,let themworshiphow,where,or whattheymay.

We believein beinghonest,true, chaste,benevolent,virtuous,

andin doinggoodto all men; indeedwe maysaythatwe follow

the admonition of Paul, "we believe all things, we hope all

things," we haveenduredmany things,andhopeto be able to

endureall things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of

goodreportor praiseworthy,we seekafterthesethings.

















On Friday, December6, 1833, six of the brethrenpetitioned the

Governorfor help "To his Excellency,DanielDunklin, Governorof

the Stateof Missouri:-We, the undersigned,leadingmembersof the

Church of Christ, vulgarly called Mormons, would respectfully

representto your Excellencyéthat whereas,our society, men,

women, and children, after having beenin somecaseswounded,

scourged,and threatenedwith death,havebeendriven by force of

armsfrom their lands,houses,andmuchof their propertyin Jackson

County, (most of which lands, houses,and property have been

possessedby the mob of JacksonCounty,or others,)and are now

unlawfully detainedfrom theuseandpossessionof our peopleé



andthat,whereas,our peoplehavebeendrivenandscatteredinto

the counties of Clay, Ray, Van Buren, Lafayette, and others,

wherein manycasestheyaredestituteof thecommonnecessaries

of life in this, eventhis winter season; andthatwhereas,theguns

which weretakenfrom our people,assetforth in theaffidavit, are

kept from them; Therefore,in behalfof our society,which is so

scattered and suffering, we, your petitioners, ask aid and

assistanceof your Excellency,that we may be restoredto our

lands,houses,andpropertyé[ChurchHistoryVol. 1 pg. 389-390]





FAR WEST, 

MISSOURI 

(1837-1838)  
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NAUVOO, ILLINOIS
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