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What happened 

to the Church 

that Christ built?



The real cause was, óthelove of manyô

almost of all Christians, so called, was

ówaxedcold.ôTheChristianshadno moreof

the Spirit of Christ, thanthe otherheathens.

This was the real causewhy extraordinary

gifts of theHoly Ghostwereno longerto be

found in the Christian church; becausethe

Christianswere turnedheathensagain,and

hadonly adeadform left. ïJohnWesley

John Wesley

(1703-1791)

Methodist



ñThetimeswhich we havereasonto believeareat handðif they

arenot alreadybegunðarewhatmanypiousmenhavetermed,the

ô; meaningthe time whereinGod

would gloriously display his power and loveéand set up his

kingdomovertheearth.òïJohnWesleyôsSermon#71

What could God havedonewhich He hathnot done,to convince

you that theday is coming,that the time is at hand,

; when He will arise and maintain

His own causeand to setup His Kingdomover all theearth?ð

Wesley'sSermons,vol. 2, p. 98



14:6 And I saw anotherangel fly in the midst of

heaven,havingtheeverlastinggospelto preachunto

them that dwell on the earth,and to every nation,

and kindred, and tongue,and people,14:7 Saying

with a loud voice,FearGod,andgive glory to him;

for the hour of his judgmentis come; and worship

him that madeheaven,and earth,and the sea,and

thefountainsof waters. [Revelation14:6-7]





He said there was a book depositedwritten

upon gold plates, giving an account of the

former inhabitantsof this continent, and the

sourcefrom whencethey sprang. He alsosaid

that the fullnessof the everlastinggospelwas

containedin it, as deliveredby the Savior to

theancientinhabitants.

Church History, vol. 1, p. 13







Is there Archeological evidence of 
the Book of Mormon?

1. The area must show evidence of phonetic writing

that functions like Egyptian and Hebrew

2. The archaeological record must agree with the

Book of Mormon timeline

3. Major cultural aspects need to match

4. The geography must match the Book of Mormon



THE NEPHITES



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Arrivals and Populations



Book of Mormon

3:2 éhe [Lehi ] spake unto them concerning the Jews,

that after they should be destroyed, even that great

city Jerusalem, and many be carried away captive

into Babyloné 3:4 Yea, even

from the time that my father left Jerusalem, a

prophet would the Lord God raise up among the Jews,

even a Messiah ; or, in other words, a Savior of the

world . [1 Nephi 3:2 and 4]



Archaeology

òOneof ancient Mesoamericaõsgreat mysteries is the

absence of significant human populations in Yucatan,

Belize, and the Guatemalan Peten before 800 BC.

Earlier remains have been identified at various

places in the northern Peten and Belize, but the

entire area was very lightly settled until 600/500 BCó

(Diehl 2004:150).



Archaeology

òSlow,uneven population growth occurred from 1000

to 500 BC (Middle Formative), resulting in the

proliferation of small farming communities

throughout the peninsula . There are indications that

this erratic population growth became an explosion

after 550 B.C. The reasons for the apparent jump in

numbers are obscureó(Adams 2005:132; emphasis

added)



Archaeology 

òScatteredevidence of people in the Maya area previous

to 600 B.C. has been foundébut Maya urban life came

into existence in the 6th century B.C. The Maya appear to

have arrived on the scene without too much antecedenté

Maya civilization banged into existence in its own way

and timeé It is unsettling é It violates the tacit rules of

diffusion andéof gradual evolution espoused by modern

archaeologyó(Robertson and Freidel 1986:Preface:x)



Archaeology

òTheLate Preclassicé (400 B.C. ðA.D. 250) was

characterized by ôarapid growth in population and in

the development of stratified organizations éõó

(Bricker 2008:164).

òTheLate Preclassic (400 B.C. ðA.D. 300) witnessed

a population explosion in the San Bartolo -Xultun

territory as well as in other parts of the Maya

lowlandséó(Garrison and Dunning 2009:538).





THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Writing and Language



Book of Mormon

1:1 I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents, therefore I

was taught somewhat in all the learning of my father ; and

having seen many afflictions in the course of my days --

nevertheless, having been highly favored of the Lord in all

my days; yea, having had a great knowledge of the goodness

and the mysteries of God, therefore I make a record of my

proceedings in my days; yea, I make a record in the language

of my father, which of the

and the . [1 Nephi 1:1]



Archaeology

òSalama Valley monuments édating to an era (ca. 500-200

B.C.) in the Maya highlands éalmost surely saw the

emergence of the earliest Mesoamerican writing systemséó

(Sharer 1989:169).

The San Bartolo Block [murals ] achieves importance because

it narrows the time in which writing first appears in

Mesoamerica. Most early finds, regardless of region, now

come close to the midpoint of the first millennium B.C.ó

(Houston 2006:1250)





THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Mosiah to the Lowlands



Book of Mormon

1:23 And they were admonished continually by the word of

God: and they were led by the power of his arm, through the

wilderness, until they came [North ] into the land

which is called the land of Zarahemla . 1:24 And they

discovered a people, who were called the people of Zarahemla .

1:25 Now, there was great rejoicing among the people of

Zarahemla ; and also, Zarahemla did rejoice exceedingly,

because the Lord had sent the people of Mosiah with the

plates of brass which contained the record of the Jews. [Omni

1:22-23]





Book of Mormon

1:3 And he [King Benjamin ] caused that they should be

in all the of his fathers, that thereby they

might become men of understanding ; and that they might

know concerning the prophecies which had been spoken by

the mouths of their fathers, which were delivered them by the

hand of the Lordé 1:32 Who had established peace in the

land of Zarahemla, and who had them to

, that thereby they might rejoice,

and be filled with love towards God, and all men. [ Mosiah 1:3

and 32]



Archaeology

òTheir[David Freidel and Linda Schele] hypothesis is that the

Lowlanders borrowed certain Highland religious concepts, along with

iconographic elements and the idea of ó(Wiley

and Mathews 1985:4)

òItis strange that é , from which it may be

supposed that there was a change in popular cultsó(Coe 2011:80).

According to Muriel Weaver Porter, El Mirador, Tikal, Uaxactun,

Nakbe , and other close cities show a major ceramic transition around

250 B.C. . (Weaver 1981:141-145).



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Fortified Cities



Book of Mormon

21:164 For they knew not that Moroni had fortified or

had built forts of security for every city in all the land

round abouté 21:170 Now behold, the Lamanites

could not get into their forts of security, by any other

way save by the entrance, because of the highness of

the bank which had been thrown up, and the depth of

the ditch which had been dug round about, save it

were by the entrance . [Alma 21:164 and 170]



Archaeology

òLateFormative Maya built

more formal fortifications than

nearly any other group in

Mesoamericaé All of these

fortifications date to the Late

Formative [time period of Chief

Captain Moroni] é The Maya

Lowlands are littered with

fortifications and true fortressesó

(Adams 2005:170)



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Migrations Northward



Book of Mormon

2:3 And it came to pass in the forty and sixth, yea, there were

much contentions and many dissensions; in the which there

were an who departed out of the land

of Zarahemla, and went forth unto the land , to

inherit the land ; 2:4 And they did travel to an exceeding great

distance, insomuch that they came to large bodies of water,

and many rivers ; 2:5 Yea, and even they did spread forth into

all parts of the land, into whatever parts it had not been

rendered desolate, and without timber, because of the many

inhabitants who had before inherited the land [Helaman 2:3-5]



Book of Mormon

òWhileTeotihuacan may have been in existence earlier,

during the last century B.C. [100 ð 0 B.C.] its

populations grew very rapidlyó(Castro, Sugiyama, and

Cowgill 1991:77-92)





THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Notable Cities Disappear



Book of Mormon

4:6 And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth year, in the first

month, in the fourth day of the month, there arose a great storm,

such an one as never had been known in all the landé 4:9 é there

was a great and terrible destruction in the land southward . 4:10

But behold, there was a more great and terrible destruction in the

land northward é 4:11 And the highways were broken up, and the

level roads were spoiled, and many smooth places became rough,

and many great and notable cities were sunk, and many were

burned, and many were shook till the buildings thereof had fallen

to the earth, and the inhabitants thereof were slain, and the places

were left desolate [3 Nephi 4:6-11]



Archaeology

òForreasons not yet understood, many of these cities

[those in the lowlands or northern regions of

Guatemala] failed during the second half of the first

century A.D.ó(Schele 1991:6)

In a CNN video on October 14, 2009, archaeologist

Richard Hansen indicated that El Mirador, the

largest Maya city ever built, was in existence from

500 B.C. to A.D. 100





Archaeology

"possibly a sunken city built in the pre-classic period and

populated by an advanced civilization similar to the early

Teotihuacan culture of Yucatanó...Researchers using sonar

equipment have discovered at a depth of about 2,200 feet

(700-800 meters) a huge land plateau with clear images of

what appears to be urban development partly covered by

sand. From above, the shapes resemble pyramids, roads and

buildings ." (Update About Cuba Underwater Megalithic

Research 2002 by Linda Moulton Howe)



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Children of Christ Era



Book of Mormon

1:3 And it came to pass in the thirty and sixth year, the

people were all converted unto the Lord, upon all the face

of the land, both Nephites and Lamanites, and there were

no contentions and disputations among them, and every

man did deal justly one with another ;é 1:17 And it came

to pass that there was no contention in the land, because

of the love of God which did dwell in the hearts of the

people. [4 Nephi 1:3 and 17]



Archaeology

It appears that all of Mesoamerica (not just the Maya area)

was more closely tied together religiously before A.D. 250

than afterward . Pasztory notes parallels between Maya art

and the early art of Teotihuacan . They are the use of triadic

temple/pyramid construction, the use of large heads modeled

in stucco as decoration on buildings and, third, the building

of colossal temple platforms such as found at El Mirador and

Teotihuacan (Pasztory 1988:75)



Archaeology

òTypicalalso of this intriguing period in Maya culture history

is the ôtriadicõpattern of architecture found here and at other

similarly early lowland sites: this consists of a principal

pyramid, plus two other ones which face each other, with all

stairs leading from a central plaza. Richard Hansen suggests

a mythological basis for the pattern, perhaps a triad of gods

such as we find much later at the Classic city of Palenqueó

(Coe 2011:84)



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Major Transitional Period



Book of Mormon

Dates Event

A.D. 150 All were the children of Christ

A.D. 210 Many different churches, i.e. denominations , arose

A.D. 231
Great division occurred; once again there were 

Nephites and Lamanites

A.D. 244 Wicked part of the people became numerous

A.D. 260 People began again to use secret oaths

A.D. 300 Both Nephites and Lamanites became wicked



Archaeology

òTransitionfrom the Late Preclassic to the Early

Classic [A.D. 150-300] was an undeniable turning

point for many regions of the Maya lowlands and

represents the first major transitional period for

which there is significant archaeological data . There

is evidence for either site abandonments or settlement

pattern shifts for a number of regionséó(Garrison

and Dunning 2009:545)



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Kings



Book of Mormon

1:31 And now the Lamanites had a king, and his name

was Aaron ; and he came against us with an army of

forty and four thousandé 1:33 And behold, all this

was done and three hundred and thirty years had

passed away. [Mormon 1:31, 33]



Archaeology

Dates Kings

c A.D. 290 Tikal

c. A.D 300 Pideras Negras

c. A.D. 350 Caracol

c. A.D. 370 Yaxchilan

c. A.D. 430 Naranjo, Palenque, Copan, and Quirigua



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

High Population



Book of Mormon

1:7 And it came to pass that I, being eleven years old, was

carried by my father into the land southward, even to the land

of Zarahemla ; the whole face of the land having become

covered with buildings, and the people were as numerous

almost, as it were the sand of the sea. [Mormon 1:7, about A.D.

320]



Archaeology

Of Chichen -Itza, a city of twelve square miles, F. A.

Mitchell -Hedges writes : ò...the population to have been

five hundred thousand in this city alone. Imagine five

hundred thousand people in one great city, and... I

believe there were over one hundred (cities) ... in Central

America, evidences have been definite that everywhere

was densely populated, a mighty civilization .ó(Seattle

Post-lntelligencer September 7, 1930)



Archaeology

òBasedon settlement pattern analysis, archaeologists

estimate that by the Late Classic, ca A.D. 600, Maya

population had reached a density of 600 people per

square mile across 36,000-square-mile area in the

forested lowlands of northern Guatemala and adjacent

parts of Mexico and Belize. This is a staggering figure,

comparable to the most heavily populated parts of rural

China todayó(Culbert 2003:6)



THE BOOK OF MORMON AND 

ARCHAEOLOGY

Conquest Warfare


